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INTRODUCTION

Many of us - regardless of political beliefs - feel that the 
world is spinning out of control. Going to hell in a hand basket. 
Falling apart by the minute.  

With this comes a profound feeling of helplessness.  

What can one person do when the rich and powerful hoard all the 
wealth and privilege... and seem hell-bent on driving us deeper 
and deeper into misery for the sake of their own power? 

Based on the comic book of the same name, Sacred Creatures is a 
sexy, supernatural nighttime soap opera with a dash of horror... 
Our take-off point is the notion that the seven virtues and their 

corresponding vices are real people who live among us and move 
the world in ways that either help or hurt humanity... 

Humility against Pride
Kindness against Envy

Temperance against Gluttony
Chastity against Lust
Patience against Wrath
Charity against Greed

Diligence against Sloth
  
But all that is really a metaphor for the show’s true theme: the 
central question that will drive us for many, many seasons. What 
if you were given a ticket to the world of the most rich, most 
powerful, and most influential... would you use your newfound 
access to take down a corrupt system from within...  

Or would you trade your soul to be one of them? 



PILOT STORY

Because there are seven Virtues and seven Vices, it would be 
onerous for us to describe a cast of over fourteen series 
regulars one by one... so we will begin with our pilot story - 
which not only introduces our cast and series, but also gives a 
good idea of how we to roll out a very large, very populous 
fantasy universe while still telling a grounded and relatable 
story about a young couple trying to figure out how to live in a 
world beyond imagination...

A well-dressed young business woman - she looks like Emily Blunt, 

so let's call her EMILY - enters a dark INDUSTRIAL BASEMENT where 
one hundred elderly blind women work at computers. The women 
systematically pore through social media... one of the women 
lifts her hand to a screen she cannot see and SCREAMS at a 
picture of a young man. Emily lifts her phone and dials... "We 
found him." From the image on the screen...  

MATCH CUT TO:
  

JOSH MILLER (mid 20s) and his live-in girlfriend JULIA and he 
banter amiably about his band rehearsal today. Josh is bullish - 
his band, the "Law School Dropouts" finally has a bassist - a 
good one. Establishing that Julia is a practicing lawyer - 
albeit one just out of law school, out of which she did not drop 
out - she tells Josh that at her last corporate retreat, her firm 
hired a yacht rock band that was not only phenomenal, but also in 
need of a lead guitarist.  

Josh looks at her: "ye of little faith!" Julia: they are one 
month past the due date of their deal. The one he agreed to, that 
if he was not making inroads in music, he would return to 
school... not quit, not give up on his dreams... "but start of 
plan B" he says ruefully. Julia: I know you hate Chris Cross and 
Air Supply... but this band pay a salary, and you'd be doing 
music. As Josh grudgingly agrees to consider it... 

At the loft of MIKE'S GUITAR SHOP, Josh practices with his best 

friend MICHAEL... their bassist is nowhere to be seen... as the 
two of them plan their domination of the music industry... 

They are being watched from across the street by a PLAINCLOTHES 
detective... talking to his team via earbud... but our detective 
is being talked to as well... by a SHADOWY FIGURE we will come to 

know as WRATH... one that seems to move around him like smoke... 
one that whispers awful things in his ears, "they are evil, they 
are predators, they hurt children"... as Plainclothes gets 
angrier and angrier... 
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When Wrath appears as a human being, think of him as Tom Hardy, a 
guy who wears the hell out of a suit, but who seems coiled with 
the promise of ultra violence and could break you in half. 

Until Josh and Michael learn via text that their bassist is 
quitting before he begins... what else could possibly go wrong?  

Plainclothes BUSTS in with his team, a warrant in hand. He beats 
up Josh and REVEALS that he and Michael are sitting on a cache of 
heroin. As Michael and Josh get dragged away... and the shadowy 
figure SMILES from across the street before VANISHING... 

AND WE WONDER - WHAT SUPERNATURAL POWER IS MESSING WITH THIS 
POOR KID'S LIFE?

Night has fallen. Julia keeps calling Josh. He's not answering. 
As her frustration grows, the SHADOWY PRESENCE seen with the 
plainclothesman MANIFESTS... it is terrifying, but Julia cannot 
see it... she just hears his whispers "he's cheating on you, he's 
a deadbeat"... and as she HURLS the phone... 

Josh has somehow been bailed out. He is shocked to learn that his 

benefactor is FATHER ADRIAN (imagine Adrien Brody at his 
twitchiest). Adrian was Josh's mentor at seminary school, before 
he quit to go to law school. It's a strange encounter. Josh 
hasn't seen Adrian in years, though they were once friends, but 
he is not going to turn down the bail money. 

Adrian shocks Josh by explaining that he has been watching him 
because the world is at a crossroads. Something evil is about to 
be unleashed - the signs are gathering... 

And Josh has a role to play.  

Josh makes clear he has no faith and no desire to hear this. 
Adrian tries to impress on Josh that the SEVEN VICES are not just 
a religious concept, but real incarnations that will soon 
overtake the world and free humanity to act on their worst 
impulses if Josh is not ready to do his part. Josh must be 
prepared for the coming tribulation.  

Grateful, yet thinking his old friend has gone insane, Josh 
quickly excuses himself and gets away as quickly as possible...  

Josh goes home to find Julia packing up. Has she heard about the  
drug bust? Julia: Drug bust? Julia is furious, she is leaving him 
- she is sick of him acting like a teenager, she needs stability, 
commitment, a real man. 

Sad, confused, and heartbroken, Josh drowns his sorrows at a 
bar... on the TV, a news report plays: about the arrival in the 

city of CARDINAL SANDOZ. Sandoz is the Pope's right hand and is 

Sacred Creatures - Series Pitch - JM/JGM   Page  of 3 13



feeding the homeless at a soup kitchen. The climax of Sandoz's 
visit will be a service at the local cathedral in a few days. 

An amiable young man named LUCIUS (imagine Michael B. Jordan) 
sits next to Josh. They become fast friends... but as they talk, 

Wrath moves unseen around the bar - stalking Josh, and finally 
whispering poison in the ears of a pair of BROS. The Bros get in 
Lucius's face... at first, Josh cleverly diffuses the situation 
with a clever turn of the phrase... but Wrath doubles down, and 
the Bros attack! Josh shows that he can throw down with the best, 
and kicked the crap out of them! 
 
Incredibly grateful, Lucius scribbles an address on a napkin, 
tells Josh that there's tons of jobs  he works - and if he shows 
up there tomorrow, and drops his name, he might get himself an 
interview. A good job might be the start of Michael getting his 
life right, and getting Julia back. 

Meanwhile, Julia finishes taking her things to her mother's 

house. Julia's mother GWENDOLYN, is in her mid-40s, smoking hot, 
and perceived by her daughter to be a little too much of a free 
spirit, even though she is a successful business owner (of a 
chain of Goop-like New Age stores). Gwen hates Josh, and - happy 
though she is that her daughter is out of that rat bastard 
relationship - asks if she can put a curse on him. 

The next day, Josh goes to the address - the corporate 

headquarters of WUMBI (our universe's version of FACEBOOK - we 
will call it "an artificially intelligent, intuitive social 
network that predicts its users' needs and buried Facebook in its 
first year"). Josh gives Lucius' name and is shown to a waiting 
room full of well-dressed MBA types. Josh is then subjected to a 
series of weird, intrusive, and sometimes medical tests... and 
when he finally, cleverly spoofs a polygraph, is met by his new 
boss' assistant: Emily! and taken to see the CEO... none other 
than Lucius! 

Josh asks Lucius what the job is... Lucius tells Josh that he 
needs a right hand - not a fucking buttoned up MBA/Ivy league  
assistant like Emily (she winces) but someone who has led a rock 
and roll life, someone who has been a roadie. Josh isn't sure he 
wants to be Lucius' lackey... Lucius hands him a new phone: "try 
it for a week, if it doesn't change your life, you can go back to 
your band". 

The plainclothesman who busted Michael and Josh is visited in his 

office... by a very attractive Woman we will know as PATIENCE. In 
a very deliberate and even keeled manner, Patience tells 
Plainclothes that he knows Josh was arrested on a bad, trumped-up 
warrant and the drugs were planted on Michael's store... Patience 
also has some very real observations about other horrible things 
the plainclothesman has done. By the time she has left the 
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office, Patience has convinced Plainclothes to drop the 
charges... and stop taking shortcuts. 

Think of Patience as Pryanka Chopra at her most dashing - and 
when she is not convincing crooked cops to go on the straight and 
narrow - she travels the world as the leader of a Doctors Without 
Borders-like organization. 

Patience exits the police station onto a waiting Limousine... 
where Lucius waits. "Is it done?" he asks her. She replies that 
it is, and he is out of favors from her, at least for the next 
thousand years. They clearly have chemistry... and they almost 
have sex, but she ultimately rebuffs him, even though she is 

tempted. This is where we find out Lucius's real name... ENVY. 

Josh and Michael reunite. Michael is ecstatic, and has had an 
epiphany in jail: they have to double down on the band. Just as 

Josh hears his pitch, he receives a text. From Lucius. "YOU'RE 
WELCOME FOR MICHAEL." Lucius needs him in 30 minutes at his 
helipad. Michael wants Josh to stay, they have a destiny. Josh 
won't tell Michael how he got out of jail, but he does say he has 
to go.... for his new job. Michael: what job? 

Lucius, Josh, and Emily disembark the helicopter at the airport 
toward Lucius's jet. Lucius confirms - much to Michael's 
astonishment - that he pulled strings to get Michael out. Josh is 
impressed and grateful. Lucius rudely dismisses Emily - this one 
is just him and his "roadie". This is Josh's first test. Josh is 
all like "bro, I'm testing you. I haven't taken the job yet." And 
what is the job anyway?  

Lucius gives Josh the Wall Street pitch: what do you want to do 
with your life? Play some shitty music in the hopes someone will 
find it on Spotify and find it "empowering", or does he want to 
go somewhere he can truly change history? Does he want to stay by 
the side of a man who moves the world? 

As Josh and Lucius fly across the country... Julia discovers 
that she is pregnant... and keeps the information from her prying 
mother. 

Josh and Lucius land in Los Angeles, and limo from the airport to 
a mansion that one of Lucius's associates makes her home... she 

is LUST, and she runs one of the largest porn companies in the 
world. 

Think of Lust as Kat Dennings... beautiful, buxom, big-eyed, 
seldom without a plunging neckline... essentially everyone's 
type. Everyone's. 

Lust's home is an endless orgiastic bacchanal like something out 
of a Fellini film as designed by Alexander McQueen. Lucius 
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explains that he is here to negotiate a content deal... but as 
Josh takes in the sights, he gets a Face Time call from Julia. 
Julia immediately sees all of the debauchery going on around 
Josh and is incensed - still mourning their break up is he? Josh 
desperately tries to explain the he is here for his new job, and 
she finds that even harder to believe than that he isn't 
partaking. She hangs up, angrily. Josh is exasperated that he 
can't set things right with her, even by doing the right thing. 

As Josh's relationship with Julia continues to fall apart, Lucius 
and Lust talk about his he is "the one" to help them end the 
oppression that has kept them and their five brothers and sisters 
from truly ruling humanity. Lust does not believe that Josh 
could possibly be the "instrument of our deliverance". Lucius 
suggests that she test him... Lust looks up at three beautiful 
women sitting on a divan... she has an idea. 

That night, Josh is visited in his room by the three women - like 
Dracula's sisters... and as they go about the task of seducing 
him, and he protests that he is not in the mood because he has 
just lost the woman he loves... "can we just... talk?" He asks... 

The next morning, Josh and Lucius prepare to board the limo - 
Lust, pissed off, comes to Lucious and tells him, out of Josh's 
earshot, that Josh not only resisted her three most hardened 
"performers"... he also talked them into giving up porn and going 
back to college. Lucius smiles... so he passed your test? Lust 
nods - he is "the one". Lucius replies that he needs Lust's help 
in getting "the family" together... oh, and one other thing... 

We catch up with Cardinal Sandoz, praying at a small chapel... 
until he is visited by three women - not unlike the ones who 
visited Josh - and seduced in his own altar. 

At the same time, Michael is seduced as well... by Emily! Who 
spots a picture of him and Michael in his apartment and starts 
asking him a lot of questions about his best friend... 

That night, Julia catches her mother doing a ritual to curse 
Josh. Julia wants her mother to stop this new age nonsense, and 
as their argument reaches a crescendo, the candle Gwen has been 
burning begins to BLEED, then DISSOLVES into a black WHIRLPOOL as 
the room SHAKES, the windows BLAST OPEN and an otherworldly howl 
FILLS THE ROOM. 

Gwen looks at her daughter... this is a very bad sign. Julia 
cannot believe any of what she has just seen, she has never 
believed in any of this stuff, and now... Gwen tells her daughter 
that Josh is in a lot of danger, and so is she... and so is their 
unborn son. Julia: how did you know? Did she find the test? 
Gwen: the spirit world just told me.  

Sandoz, clearly stricken by having lapsed in his vow of chastity 
prays for mercy in his hotel room... where he is visited by 
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Wrath... who whispers horrible things in his ear: "you are 
worthless, you are right to hate yourself... you are a fraud... 
you deserve to die and so does your entire faith..." 

Upon returning to the city, Josh is immediately accosted by 
Father Adrian - who is even more agitated and convinced that "a 
seal is about to break". Now more than ever, Josh needs to come 
with him and understand what they are up against... a sign will 
manifest - a very clear sign indicating danger for all of 
humanity. Josh conclusively rebuffs his erstwhile friend as he 
gets a text from Julia asking that they meet immediately. 

As Josh leaves, and Adrian walks the empty streets... we see 
Wrath.... feeding a number of STRAY DOGS. The dogs grow angrier 

and angrier... and in an Omen-like set piece that will scar 
childhoods everywhere, the dogs attack and maul Father Adrian! 

IN A PARALLEL ACTION... FIVE LIMOUSINES ARRIVE AT LUCIUS' H.Q. - 
and six people join in a conference room... they are LUST, WRATH, 
PRIDE, SLOTH, GLUTTONY, and GREED...  

Lucius addresses them with an epic speech about how the time has 
come for them to break the bonds that have held back their 
dominion over humanity... something has been holding them back, 
they all know what it is, and the time is nigh for deliverance.  

Lucius has arranged for a sign to come, to prove that it is 
possible for them to be more than they have ever allowed 
themselves to be... if they only work together... 

AT THE SAME TIME Julia and Josh have a climactic scene in which 
she tries to warn him, and get him back -- and suggest that they 
leave the city together and seek a new life elsewhere. Josh 
confesses that he likes his new job, that he wants to take the 
work full time -- and he parrots back to her some of the lines 
spoken by Lucius... he wants her to stay with him here in the 
city, and see if he can become a success... 

AT THE SAME TIME Cardinal Sandoz says mass at the Cathedral... 
and promptly melts down in a self-loathing screed that ends with 
him removing his vestments to REVEAL that he is wearing an 
explosive vest! BOOM! Sandoz self-immolates! Part of the 
cathedral EXPLODES and collapses. Hundreds die! 

Josh sees this from his meeting place with Julia and realizes 
that this is the sign! Right before Julia can tell him she is 
pregnant, he rushes off to find Father Adrian! 

Josh finds Adrian in his vestibule - mauled, barely alive - and 
surrounded by his life's work, a serial killer wall with the 
names, images, and whereabouts of the SEVEN VICES. As Josh 
cradles his fallen friend, and calls for help, Adrian tells Josh 
that he has to take the job now... the seal has broken... Envy 
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will marshal the powers of darkness... "you have to stay by his 
side" says Adrian as paramedics arrive... "you must stop him from 
moving the world." 

In a FINAL MONTAGE, Lucius watches the burning cathedral from his 
conference room along with his applauding brethren... Julia 
arrives at her mother's house, heartbroken... Emily breaks into 
Michael's computer and copies all his emails from Josh...  

In the last moments of the montage, Josh goes to Lucius to take 
the job... Lucius and Lust watch him enter the building from 
Lucius' office, and Lust asks, are you sure he'll do what we need 
him to do? And Lucius simply smiles and says "if he won't, his 
unborn son will". 
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THE SERIES: THE HIGH CONCEPT BEHIND THE MYSTERY
(OR "DO YOU HAVE ANSWERS TO ALL THE QUESTIONS THE PILOT RAISES?)

Sacred Creatures is first and foremost the story of Josh and 
Julia - told in the context of a serialized story with a strong 
"mythology" arc. Can they possibly make their lives - and their 
love - work when they are caught in a conspiracy that not only 
spans the globe, but also the spiritual realm and the very fate 
of humanity? 

Over the first season, Josh and Julia will struggle to come 
together, even as they discover that the Seven Vices and Virtues 
have been deadlocked since before biblical times and the time 
has come for their final reckoning.  

The reason for this deadlock is that - to ensure that neither 
good nor evil would ever unduly influence God's creation - an 
Angel named NAVIEL was sent to Earth. For eons, Naviel has lived 
among us, and acted as a check on the Vices and Virtues, keeping 
the balance, and protecting humanity. 

And for eons, the Vices have hated Naviel. To Lucius, especially, 
Naviel is a living insult. Shouldn't the choice between vice and 
virtue be free and not mediated by one of God's enforcers? For 
eons, Lucius has wanted to kill Naviel... but the task is nigh 
impossible. Naviel can only be killed by someone with the blood 
of an angel. 

And one of the things Josh will discover in the course of the 
first season is that he is the latest in a bloodline that goes 

back to the Nephilim: the half-blood children of angels and 
humans who walked the Earth before the flood of Noah. Somehow, 
this law school dropout musician whose life is a shambles is the 
one person on Earth who can kill Naviel. 

Lucius has made it his mission to control Josh: to manipulate 
this poor young man to the point where, at the end of the first 
season he will plunge a sacred dagger in the Angel's chest... 

And if Josh won't do it because he has been seduced by the charms 
of wealth and power, Lucius is ready to force our protagonist's 
hand by other means... like by kidnapping Josh and Julia's son 
on the day of his birth and using Naviel's life as a ransom for 
the baby's return (which is exactly how the first season will 
end... with Josh killing the only thing protecting humanity from 
unhinged vice to save the life of his son). 

THE SERIES: THE CONSPIRACY

Killing an angel is a nigh-impossible task. Naviel may not know 
all and see all... but she does possess a deep sense of empathy 
and connectedness to all living things. Also, as we will discover 

Sacred Creatures - Series Pitch - JM/JGM   Page  of 9 13



soon after the pilot, she has Father Adrian and a group of 
renegade Jesuits as her agents on Earth.  

One thing Naviel doesn't know is that Josh is one of her distant 
relatives. She and Adrian know only that he will play a pivotal 
role in Lucius' play for power... and Josh - who doesn't know who 
to trust as he goes deeper and deeper into the world of Vice and 
Virtue - won't know this himself until very late in the first 
season. 

To kill Naviel, it is not enough to have a willing and capable 
assassin, the world has to be upended in so significant a way 
that Naviel's omniscience is disturbed and doesn't see her killer 
coming. A tidal wave of human suffering must be unleashed: enough 
to cloud Naviel's senses and distract her protectors. 

It is to that end that Lucius gathers all of the Vices in the 
series pilot: his grand design is to use each of the Vices to 
create a cataclysm somewhere in the world... political 
assassinations, disease outbreaks, terrorist attacks on the same 
day at the same time - enough mayhem to drive Naviel to 
distraction. 

This is the scheme that Josh will begin to uncover early in 
season one, and then spend the season trying to understand and 
stop, eventually with the help of Julia (who will also find 
herself in Lucius' employ as Lucius tightens his grip on Josh's 
life) and Father Adrian. 

This is the arc of season one. 

And, as Josh - guided by Father Adrian, and, eventually Naviel 
(who we will meet, and whom Josh will come to see as a mother 
figure) - pulls apart the many threads of the seven cataclysms 
plotted by Lucius, he will come to know the supernatural beings 
who stand in his way...  

Lucius, is, of course ENVY... and we will have met both LUST and 
Wrath... which leaves us four Vices to introduce in the first 
half of the season... 

First there's GREED... who is planning a financial collapse that 
will leave millions homeless. Imagine Greed as being played by 

Ryan Gosling in the film The Big Short.  

GLUTTONY, in the world of Sacred Creatures, appears as a 
beautiful woman reminiscent of Naomi Campbell, and she is the 
Anna Wintour of our world... how is this gluttony? Because our 
Gluttony is in the business of spreading an impossible standard 
of beauty. She's planning on triggering a raft of high-profile 
suicides. 
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Our version of PRIDE looks a lot Daniel Dae Kim (in a Zegna suit) 
- he's a high-level political consultant who runs a neocon think 
tank... he is working on starting a war in the Middle East. 

Finally there's SLOTH, who, in our series looks like Helena 
Boinham Carter, and is the nation's largest provider and grower 
of legal and illegal marijuana. This has given her a criminal 
network that spans all the way to Bolivia... and this will allow 
her to plan either a raft of overdoses across the world, or a 
semi-invasion of the American border by the Cartels. She'll 
settle for either. 
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THE SERIES: JOSH'S ALLIES

Josh Miller has one great characteristic that dominates his entire 
life. He was born an orphan, raised in foster homes, and never knew a 
real family. Once he realizes that he is about to be a father, he lives 
for the idea of having his own family... and once he comes into 
contact with Naviel, he comes to see her as a mother figure (even 
without knowing that he is, in fact, related to her).  

But Josh is being pulled in the opposite direction by the Vices - an 
evil, but beguiling family whose power, wealth, and access is an ongoing 
temptation: for a boy who grew up with nothing, the lure of having 
everything is a strong one. 

Thankfully, Josh will come into contact with the Seven Virtues, who 
will occasionally - sometimes as allies, sometimes as disinterested 
observers, sometimes as unwilling participants - give him guidance and 
inspiration in the tribulations to come... in the course of the Pilot, 
we met PATIENCE... but she is not the only Virtue, and they will all 
appear in the show over the course of the first season, they are: 

KINDNESS - imagine her as Kate Winslet, and, in our world - for obvious 
reasons - she is a high-ranking member of the Secretariat of the 
United Nations, and is the most tenacious of the Virtues... because her 
fight is the hardest. 

CHASTITY - think of Eddie Redmayne, and he is a crusading zoologist who 
hunts down poachers, saves endangered species, and protects threatened 
habitats... why is this chastity? Because we don't see chastity as 
"not fucking", we see chastity as doing things the way nature intended, 
with feeling and purpose. 

CHARITY - of course, our avatar of this virtue is patterned after 
Angelina Jolie... and she runs the 50% Solution... a philanthropic 
organization that successfully convinces billionaires to give half 
their wealth to charity. 

TEMPERANCE - This one is Keanu Reeves, and he runs a dojo, he is the 
model of restraint, self-control, and quiet strength. he also doesn't 
drink and practices veganism. 

HUMILITY - In Sacred Creatures, humility presents as a Hayley Atwell-
esque figure who has long given up on humanity and become a recluse... 
she does not believe that she can make a difference any more, has 
completely withdrawn, and has not been seen in decades.  

DILIGENCE - Our diligence is a Military Colonel who looks a lot like 
Chris Evans in uniform. He is the guy who goes to war in front of his 
troops, the guy who gets everyone home alive... he is Captain America. 
And what is most important to understand about the Virtues is that, 
while the Vices can muster a unified front, the Virtues don't always 
agree with one another. Sometimes, like Patience in the pilot, they 
ally with the Vices, and often, they feel the need to countenance all 
points of view, not jump to conclusions, and assume that everyone 
should have a fair shot at their opinion... if this reminds you of the 
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Democratic party's current impotence, the resemblance is completely 
intentional. 

As Josh makes his way into this completely new and unforeseen world, he 
will come to realize that - though there is a great deal of good in 
the world - its virtues are often exactly what holds back the cause of 
doing what's right.  
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