BLACKSAD
FINAL PITCH FOR BUYERS

SLIDE: BLACKSAD TITLE
The film noir genre was pretty much built to ask one question:

Are human beings any better than animals?
SLIDES 1-8

And that's why we want to make a film noir set in a world
populated by anthropomorphic animals - we want to create a
version of this genre that asks this question in a way that is
heightened, new, and larger than life in the most unique way
possible. We want to make the metaphor of human beings as animals
a living breathing thing.

We want our audience to feel the drama and the debauchery. We
want the audience to walk an urban jungle where the apex
predators are the ones with wealth and power and the rest of us
have to fight for a crumb of what they take...

And we want to ask that one question again. Why? Because most of
the time - from classics like Kiss Me Deadly to genre
reinventions like Seven - film noir answers this question with
a"no." But occasionally, film noir gives us a hero.

SLIDE: BLACKSAD HOLDING GUN - MASTHEAD

Hard-boiled, cynical, and driven more by a personal code than the
laws of society, these heroes know what's right and what's
wrong... and are willing to do the latter to ensure the former.
Blacksad is Bogart as Sam Spade or Philip Marlowe. He's Mike
Hammer, and Sonny Crockett, and Rust Cohle, and John Luther.

SLIDE: PAGE 35, BLACKSAD GETTING ROUGHED UP IN THE CEMETERY

Blacksad is the guy who takes the beating so you don't have to.
Blacksad is the guy who has given everything up to make sure that
the bad don't sleep well... and we love that he is out there when
we need him. We live in a dark time when a lot of people feel
unheard. We want to deliver from that darkness a hero, an odd man
out, an outsider, who gives it all to his fight for the people
and for justice...




Even in a world of animals.

BUT HOW DO WE PULL IT OFF? THANKFULLY WE HAVE LEARNED A LOT ON
PAST PROJECTS - WE KNOW WHAT WORKS AND DOESN'T AND WE WANT TO
OPTIMIZE ALL OUR KNOWLEDGE TO DELIVER OUR AMBITIONS ON BUDGET AND
TIME.

PILOT EPISODE - THIS IS AN ENSEMBLE PIECE

IMAGE: SHADOWY ALLEY BLACKSAD.

A dark alley... steam rises from a manhole... a dark figure leans
on a dumpster, smoking. It's Blacksad... and he's bouncing a ball
of twine on one hand. I know what you're thinking, a cat with a
ball of string, what a cliche. Thing is, in the building above,
three rats are holding a baby piglet hostage, and by the time our
teaser is done, Blacksad will have used the ball of twine to take
out each of the rats and rescue the abducted child.

How? Pay me. But I promise, you're gonna love Blacksad before the
first five minutes of our pilot are done. Back at Blacksad's low
rent but impeccably clean office, Blacksad gets a visit from...

SLIDE: SMIRNOV TRIPTYCH

Commissioner LESLIE SMIRNOV. He'll be with us the entire series.
He's Blacksad's war, well, not buddy, since he and the rest of
the platoon hated Blacksad for being the living embodiment of bad
luck... but when Blacksad saved the platoon after they left him
for dead, Smirnov became a grudging friend.

Today, Smirnov has a job that requires the services of the living
embodiment of bad luck... a movie star is being stalked by some
sicko, and she needs someone to guard her. That's when we meet...

SLIDE: NATALIA WILFORD BLACK AND WHITE

Natalia Wilford. She has a big premiere coming up, and has been
receiving horrible, graphic, threatening letters. Blacksad is
going to find the animal sending them, and protect her, or he's

gonna have to face the wrath of:

SLIDE: OTTO BENNUS IN HIS OFFICE



Otto Bennus, obnoxious head of the studio - who not only sees
Natalia as his studio's greatest asset, but is also having an
affair with her. He's exactly what he looks like, a rich and
ruthless vulgarian with a quiet sadistic streak.

SLIDE: BLACKSAD TITLE

At first, Blacksad thinks he can keep Natalia safe at home, but
he soon realizes that she likes her booze, and her men... and she
has little respect for Blacksad. The two verbally spar from jump
street. Soon Blacksad and Natalia are on the town, and Blacksad
is not happy about it, especially when he sees someone taking
pictures... and that's when we meet...

SLIDE: WEEKLY

Willie Weekly Williams. A weasel. A smelly weasel. A smelly
weasel with a big mouth, a perverse sense of humor, and a
sideways view of the world: he's a capitalist through and
through. Weekly is a photographer in the mold of Weegee - he will
take and sell pictures of any mayhem no matter how grotesque if
the money is right... but he has an iron clad work ethic, and
that makes him a perfect sidekick for Blacksad.

When Blacksad spots Weekly taking pictures of Natalia from hiding
at a nightclub, it's animosity at first sight. Blacksad destroys

Weekly's camera, and Weekly finally confesses that he is working

for one of the recurring villains of our series...

SLIDE: POLAR BEARS - PAGE 67

Just like our world has neo-Nazis and the Klan, so the world of
Blacksad has Arctic Winter... fascist polar bears. And these
fascist polar bears have taken an interest in Natalia, because
they want to blackmail this guy...

SLIDE: OTTO BENNUS CLOSE UP

Keep an eye on the bears, they are going to be recurring
villains.

SLIDE: BLACKSAD AND NATALIA - GUN
Blacksad and Natalia return to her mansion to find her butler

savagely beaten with a note from her stalker. Blacksad realizes
that the stalker is still in the property and gives chase... and



he manages to get a look at something... the stalker and realizes
he has a very specific reptile he has to find...

And it is here that Blacksad and Natalia's animosity reveals
itself as attraction - and their love affairs begins... until he
comes up with a plan to identify and capture the reptile.

SLIDE: WEEKLY AND BLACKSAD

Realizing that Weekly has been chasing Natalia, and that her
stalker has been as well, Blacksad has weekly print out every

image of her he's taken... until he finds the reptile... watching
her from the shadows. Now Blacksad has a face to go with the
threat... and everything comes to a head at Natalia's premiere...

SLIDE: SNAKE WITH SWITCHBLADE

And Louis is going to tell you how we are pulling of that amazing
hand to hand fight on a soundstage in a few minutes... but let's
just say that it is action packed and representative of how we
are going do do a classic noir with modern action.

And with the stalker gone, Natalia embraces Blacksad, the two of
them embark on a love affair for the ages... but eventually it
goes bad. Did Blacksad love her? Desperately. But she's a movie
star with vices and he's a straight arrow warrior for street
justice. A year passes before Blacksad sees Natalia again...

SLIDE: SINGLE ON SMIRNOV

Until Smirnov calls... because something has happened to Natalia.
Blacksad makes her way to her house and sees it festooned with
crime scene tape and blacks and whites... and in her bedroom?

SLIDE: NATALIA DEAD IN BED

And this is the moment that John Blacksad swears revenge... this
is the moment that sets the stage for the rest of season one, as
it is now deeply personal... and someone is going to pay... and

as Blacksad

LAST SLIDE: BLACKSAD PERCHED ON BUILDING



